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4-WAY NATIONALS

Every team has got its
own competition going on
within its own section of the
scoreboard and I only wish
this magazine was big enough
to bring you every mini-battle
rather than just the news
from the top

2

2012 SAW THE BIGGEST EVER 4-WAY NATIONALS BY A LONG WAY. WITH 76 TEAMS
ACROSS ALL CATEGORIES, IT WAS TIME FOR HIBALDSTOW’S DORNIERS TO LIVE UP
TO THEIR REPUTATION AS WORKHORSES THAT COULD POWER THROUGH THE 200+
LIFTS NEEDED. CCI NOEL PURCELL KICKED OFF THE DRAW ON FRIDAY NIGHT BY
RANDOMLY PULLING OUT HIS OWN NAME FOR ROUND 1 (D-N-O-E-11) AND THE
CREEPER PAD BECAME A FLURRY OF ACTIVITY
WORDS LIZ ASHLEY

AAA
With 19 of the 21 AAA teams posting a
double-digit average, there is no doubt that
British 4-way is going from strength to
strength. This included five Open teams with
non-British members. It is always pleasing to
welcome teams from other countries, and
this year both the South African and Swedish
national teams joined us as part of their
preparations for the World Championships
in Dubai. There were also teams that
included Italian and Danish nationals.
Although foreign teams are ineligible for
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medals unless they win gold overall, it is
always great to have extra teams on the
scoreboard. With so many teams in total,
every team has got its own competition
going on within its own section of the
scoreboard and I only wish this magazine
was big enough to bring you every minibattle rather than just the news from
the top. Due to the sheer size of the
competition, it has not been possible to
include the results tables in this article.
However, full results for all categories,
including round-by-round scores, can be

found at bpa.org.uk/competition/nationals
Leading the way in British 4-way
is Satori, who not only returned to
claim their fourth consecutive Nationals
crown but also brought with them
ten Academy teams. All ten have
been trained by the team this year,
committing to a minimum of one
training camp plus four hours of tunnel,
with some doing more on top. They
are spread across all four categories
and coaching them has been a significant
part of Satori’s year.
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Progressing
as part of a team
The Satori Academy offered a possible way
to enter the world of 4-way for someone
who had no knowledge of what it took to
put a team together, find a coach/camera
and organise training camps and tunnel
time. The Satori coaches have been
instrumental in bringing together 40
individuals and making them into 10 teams
this season from rookie to AAA. I have
learnt a huge amount about developing my
skills as a skydiver, but also now jumped at
over five other DZs this year and made so
many new friends.
I am now able to take these skills and
friendships back to my home DZ and have
the confidence and knowledge to start my
FS coaching course under the guidance of
well-established coaches – hopefully being
able to continue to pass on the enthusiasm
and skills needed for FS1.
For me the Satori Academy has filled a gap
that offers individuals the chance to be part
of an FS team. The academy is really well
organised, supported and enthusiastic –
clearly shown in the record-breaking FS
teams in the Nationals this year.
Carol Beaumont, Satori Sunshine

Satori were chasing a 20-point average, a
huge milestone for them. The draw had
some fast rounds near the beginning then
the last three would be slower, so they

needed to go into round 8 well above a 20
in anticipation of then dropping down.
This they did, with 152 points in their first
seven rounds... which turned out to be
exactly what they needed, scoring exactly
200 points in the ten rounds. Behind them,
South African team Voodoo scored 17.4 but
were ineligible for medals so behind them
Kaizen stood on the AAA podium for the
first time with 15.6. Next, Vision scored an
impressive 15.1 but Pete Allum’s switch
from British to Italian nationality a few
years back meant that they too could not
take a medal. So bronze went to ‘scratch’
team Pink Panthers with 14.7. I say ‘scratch’
because, although they were not a trained
team and launched an H for every round,
three of them are on Brit Chicks 8 together
and all four have a long and distinguished
history of competitive FS. However, this
year was one of the toughest yet for getting
on the podium, so congratulations are due
all round.
Swedish national female team Fire
needed a 13-point average in order to
be allowed to attend the World
Championships later this year, which they
had narrowly missed out on at their own
Nationals. Everyone was delighted for
them when they achieved exactly 13.0 and
they were welcomed up to the stage for
their own special celebration – good luck
in Dubai, girls. ➔

1 Satori by
James
Stevenson
2 Simon
Brentford geeks
while filming
Dynamite Wolf
Squadron, by
James
Stevenson
3 Satori on the
top of the
podium yet
again, by John
Williamson
4 Satori in
training over
Hibaldstow by
Dave Head

Puzzle
a bit of fun
The following anagrams are all
of 2012 4-way teams - can you
work out which ones?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Hi Ho The Ugliest Dear
Dodgy Gorilla They Fret Banana
Plasma Brit Chick
Me Again
Winning A Vast Sanity Jar
Egomania Tarts
Babe Adds Grass
Squirted Fond Laywoman
Commit Men Tissues
Topless Hobo

Answers on page 20

5 Satori
Academy teams
by Dave Head
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It has been a long time since we have
updated our innovative R.A.G.E. series.
Since its introduction in 2001, it has
gained much respect with canopy
connoisseurs all over the skydiving world.
No other design to date combines sportive
canopy handling with everyday-use
capability and dependable openings.
This is why many professionals in the
sport, competitors and instructors alike,
choose the R.A.G.E series.
Now it‘s time to bring the R.A.G.E.
concept up to date in an exciting
new form, using the latest 3D design
applications. We have worked on the
planform of the wing as well as on its
performance dynamics. The main
difference is in the sizing. Keeping
the 107 in its new form, we have
added the 118 and will round up the
line with a 129. The smaller sizes (86
and 97) will then be ofﬁcially discontinued.

/CPFKPIKP
635,1*

www.paratec.de

Paratec GmbH
Flugplatz - D -66798 Wallerfangen
Tel: +49-6837 - 7375 - www.paratec.de - info@paratec.de

We strongly believe the new R.A.G.E.
will be a fantastic alternative for the
performance-orientated skydiver.
We expect to have all sizes ready by
spring of next year.
If you want to know more, email or
call Stefan for details.

Nationals 2012

6

AA – THE BATTLE FOR GOLD
Although the smallest category at just 10
teams, there was excitement all the way in
AA. Being a non-selection year, the battle
for gold would bring with it an opportunity
to move up to AAA and attend the 2013
World Cup in Banjaluka, Bosnia. Hyrrokkin
and Raykipo were the hot contenders,
putting some high scores on the board.
Hyrrokkin pulled ahead in round 1, Raykipo
fought back by round 3 and for the next
three jumps they matched each other point
for point. Interestingly, however, Raykipo
had made the decision not to scoreboard so
were blissfully ignorant of the developing
situation, while Hyrrokkin were only too
aware! The final two rounds saw Hyrrokkin
pull ahead by three points to finish on a
12.5 average to Raykipo’s 12.1. High Altitude
Heroes secured a confident bronze with an
11 average despite rain having putting paid
to much of their training plans this year.

6 Hyrrokkin by Sam
Bemment
7 Hyrrokkin take
gold by Emma
Pilkington

Venom’s six, Mental Blox took the
final spot on the podium – a wellfought battle.

ROOKIE – THE BATTLE FOR SILVER
It was fantastic to see so many new teams
having been bitten by the 4-way bug, with
23 rookie teams competing. At the top
end of the table Equal Pay 4 Women took
gold with a 14-point average. They also
set a new British record for the most
points in time in the rookie class, with a

staggering 26 on round 2, a blisteringly
fast draw of M-F-O. Behind them was
another nail-bitingly close competition
in the form of Well Wild versus Langar
Squared. Level on 100 points after round
8, the single A jump-off lift gained a backup as they too went up for one last jump
to decide the medals. It was close, Well
Wild performed well with a nine but
Langar Squared took the silver with a
ten and Well Wild went wild for
bronze instead. ➔
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A – THE BATTLE FOR BRONZE
The 18 teams in A continued with the
theme of posting some impressive scores.
Established team 4mula led from the start
and stayed consistently strong to win gold
with a 13-point average, while Fiasco, also
an established team, took a solid silver
with 11.4. However, the fight for bronze
was where the excitement happened, with
Mental Blox and RAFSPA Venom out in
front of the rest of the field and level with
each other after round 8. A jump-off
would decide which team would stand on
the stage with their bronze. So, with the
rest of the competitors already heading
for the bar, a Dornier was fired up yet
again for a trip to 10,500 feet to decide
their fate. With nine points to RAFSPA
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